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familiar, to capture that Imperial word. Gradually
they succeeded. They ultimately paid the penalty
of their success, but unfortunately they entangled
multitudes of better men and women in the ruin
which they had wrought. They resolved to use the
first opportunity that presented itself to thwart the
demonstrations of irregular and unprofessional activity
which were producing supplies which they had failed
to provide, and which were a constant rebuke to their
incapacity and corruption. They found that

opportunity when the Czar removed from
CzaSs fatal the capital to command the Army in the
blunder field. It was a task for which he was

utterly unfitted by capacity and
experience. All the Czar's Ministers unanimously
entreated him not to undertake this position. The
Prime Minister on their behalf represented to him
that it might well be fatal to the Empire, having regard
to the inferiority of equipment in his Army. Every
defeat would henceforth be inflicted not on the Russian
Army, but on the Russian throne, and would inevitably
diminish its prestige amongst his people. The Czar
rudely brushed this protest aside by informing
Goremykin, the Prime Minister, that it was none of
the business of Ministers to consider or decide
that question. It was entirely a matter for himself.
Goremykin informed him that all the Ministers had
decided to resign if he took command of the Army in
the field. He replied that they had no right to give
up their posts in the middle of a great war, and that
he insisted upon their remaining.

Nevertheless the reactionaries urged his acceptance
of this responsibility, which they knew only too well
would not be additional but alternative to his other
functions. As soon as he left Pctrograd he was no